CEC 


Ge 
Jegac 
C84404e 
1753369 


REYNOLDS HISTORICAL 
GENEALOGY COLLECTION 


ALLEN COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY. 


GRAPHIC SKETCH 
OF 
THE LIFE 


WILLIAM CRAIG, Sr, 


By 


Washington Craig, sr. 


(Greenville (Limestone), Pa.) 
1854 


ora 


WILLIAM CRAIG 10/17/1761 - 
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The following letter wan Ww by Yicsninston Craig, Sr. to 
his brether James Craig, presume civirg a word-or-nouth aes= 
erintion of the Geneslosy of "Till Crate, SMe ASMA rans, ne 
copy is from the original letter, copied by Ceorne W. Graig and given 
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to his danehter Marie L. Cysic, February 9, 1 
"T paceivad fron my father's lips the following ascount, th 
th, dav of April, 1554, ‘in the County of Antrin, my father 
three aties from Beliwinnev (or Reliynene = th, ne 3 
RQ 
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Tite ie, 4-3 a 7 ies sree a ante yp we rses Atal Eee} 
tinct). t father's name was Jarre my notner's rame wrs ia 


vnen I left my fa homae Tiay 17, 1753, s inncl 
living: Alexander and Jonn, Alexander having served 4 

tionary War, in 0! sh Ary, Guairterenmaster, and hay es 
home anout the time I it wid not Know 1b waen J sailed ror 
this country. dud So Parsee. So aman a2 
Dougnerty berore i left ‘parents all fren ec 


Oct. 17, 1761. Seiled country May 17, 


two oOrovners 


bd 
Dive ene | 
n Philadel 
7 } + 


enalled by nome "Ireland Volunteer" and landed ; 
July 20ta., 1753. I, some vears afterwards, Learned that my father 
and rother were both dead." 

Tne above is precisely as father gave the matter to ne 


3 ecissly a: ‘ 
in usual health Quincey (youngest brother o 
James), he being in much danger or going olind, 


el 


Ne oy 
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Boe chat tho. 
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tea . nt » re) snes al 
Wiartha Craig, of Scovci: 

. - 7 TL, py sien a fa a 
Ireland, hoy ware oite 
La 5 
raetor le ) 


But, the testimony reco 


sy, Naney, Aina, AlLexanc 


ler ( 
ne the hevoLutionary war} 2 


w 
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’ m~K WwW or ~ 4 azaaylan e - srhase ng E by -) yy i 
SYeNUS, WAG were Very 2é6ai0u5 bo etlneate nim ror 
an oider brether nad enlisted in the sritisi: ar 


raiz, their son, born about Oct, 17, 1761, wis a 
3 1 


r 
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to ArTeraica CLYT ie gt ta tne eyo LUvLLON vO mes pus LOwr1 GiE 
At ae ny 2) otrpsspe pt ar BS FE See [aan op MM OR ERS Lg 
AU ALOUD <u YRUPS Of Ake, adsbicd CPaay CONCELYES true 
~ Fee TAs os Say ik oe Po : +, See = ge eet ee 
LQ AMASBSCTICiQ. Lets QELS DY. Giles wOLONAS US WLEA CRE 
Y - 
es Be og aN ee wat a Ga ae oats a 
Bry, POP sAnueperc: DES 1 


Beane in Uae 


i. “y . j > : aaa ord : 
UMOUS dial Uascaverea, AML Wi 
ee ey ae 2 ey 
onpressed.iio coubt Williaa: 
oa ee eee reo a : ; 
things which attrr sted hin 


Tre synpsthies cf William Craig vent out to these brave naonte 
who had driven the British Arny from their Sores, and would 2: Le £42 
them to establich 2 free ond indenerdient s desire to 


Snare wn Thess Neonle the prosverity ehowos in 
store Terthem in future years, crew on him ant became so strons x: 
thet he wis willine to brave the opnosition of his perents, rend 


2 
5 ~ naan ,al.- 
asunder varental ties ant ensacsed pasanre to Philade 


alla 


D 
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esinins their core 


e 
On learning of thie act, Ri Sather persued william to she vort 
where he would embark, Pleadine with his son to dismiss the idea 
from his rind ond return home ngs in © to virorously pursue nis 
studies ond finien his edusatienal work. All ee pleacings would 
not prevesJl unon his son, The Father 4m deoned-to utter aisspoocinte 
ment. ‘hen the father became convinced of the Sea determination 
oO procead ou the voyare he had undertaken, he 


; £00d advice and, the father 
Vs £90 

: Lneir last parting on this earth, © 
tn 2 Sad heart, | 
rish Voluntee ind landed in Ph 
f¢irned that “a brother Pace tiee 
itish arny, nid erbarked re 
ither, had passed each other on the Meleaeie OCeAN. 


& sum of sionew. sorie 
ry 
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Wilidam Craie knew he had 2 secon cousin, Richerds, in Ph 
or : 


F i, 
phia in the vicinity. dust how long after landing it was he ne 
hichards is not known, However, he cid Leap that Richards had - 
ried lary Ransey, the dsughter of a wealthy and influential Philadele 
pila fanciv, Sone ten or fifteen veurs previous to that date. Ransey 
nad civen Richerde apa his daughter LOO eeres of land in Lancaster Zax 
County, on which they rosic seer “Lea. a r odd WOE 
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Vy 2esriliisf -yg ve CES dass Lueg 
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. ba - 
are rt ae A ee ; 5 ome aes er her er ; - } 
NADLtS, ur 2OG4 is hore, re Pansey cestoyéd unon tren another 
i e 4. vo) wig - a _ x ae 4 - . - 
vuract of land and aided ther in ecucatins the fanily which numbered 
r\ - > 4 5 
eo1r)8, i pan v) = y 2s saat ee 7 . eS 
seven (7), Vaterevoun, Uobert, James, William anc Alexender vere the 
. i we ee : : mt : so : 
boys. Eetsy who sfterwirds rarried Smiths Hartha who marrie wcLas 8 
‘ riec iudass 
> Yt 7 : 


L79L. or 1792, 


r rthe woo married 
and iary tne younrest, born in 1776, who married William Crais shout 
Ve know little about the lif 


é c 2 ed 
between 1742 ama 1791-2, nor after cae nner ies, until the tine 
Wea one Richards Pauily, the omiths, Hughs and Willian Craig, delvad 
into the Toreste of Pennsylvania, soinc forthewest to ure County, 
ie Mipre. Ghey would take up land anon the didiana, who were chen 
ene occupants of taat Locality, clear Gt 2nd put at under cultivation 
Ane poontarh thete pant Lite on ene preducts of the soil, ° 
Via Al ant) “ 7 ay halies aeaS | wy. elas . 
os a. oe wea oh ~on wore Orn in Lancaster Gounty, 
: evte ae Vruig says all the older then hé were bern eijcher 


in Leneaster Or brie County 
To the utter astonishnent of these brave 
see Ae Id toil, clearing land and Nuitldins 
anotner party claimed an LOF Citia 
and political ini .wuence ce the 


ey 
a tobe ype <s -5 > 
assed then unsil Gheyv herane daecoute ped 21 


\ ate if x trey es 4- ae oe > 
County. wm Ric Wns GO ancdtana County: 
arte city, wherr) in Gane hersme yealthe: 
. Paes A if ray we ee 4 7 . a 
air butt r e 37 aia Od - : 
Craig OULLG Part ided all his fanily ‘Anu G33" 
french Creek and lierheny River, Lo! 
“acters to Freepor 


‘Metros County 


Qufus He Craig was tern at Sreeport Jan, 13, 1513 but little 


is knaiwm of the fanily history until about lols when another move xx 
was rade te Crooked Creek, nezr Coerrints Mills, where they cone 
tinund te reside for some years. At tuis time whey hac a ianiiy 

of nine (9%) childern living. John, the sidest, vas then shout» 

a6 veurg @. ee. Wille their nome Was Toe 2am the Richards 

in LNsane Cemmntyy Pa, dvohn's death occured on sept. Y, 1626 

wiile they resided at Sorried orceke 


(an 


Abeut this time Alexander wandered out to CLurion County, nes 
Callensbure, where he contemplated erecting a siail woulen mill, 
this being his trade, having Learned with the hichards, wno owned 
AGL ED Bae 


Nae hi 13 47. (anqer 
iii ET Lezley COUNTY « 


bee © 47 
etl ys nok 


az hest they coulda. The country wah sett Zine wap, rid 


Waahtneton were acquiring tne skills of millwrigntine, 
PB 

4-} a = > -pqcl oad ss erect > 
in every settlement to grind sradi for bread, woolen vac 


gS were needed 
a cage : chories 
ware needed to card the week and clothe the inhabitants of the fore 
ests, It was) & rug:red and exacting challenze which requi 

sieht and courare. 


Reed McClune in his staterent says thot dames ana dashington 
Craig had contracted 4 ig weaken niil in Indiana County, whicn 


was to Nave a (29) feet in diarieter. Notice the 


power was to be furn dons traveling on foot, on the pers 
iphery of this gr rroqduce poker reacuired to propel the 
necessary macniner rk, Instead of water, gas-engines, 

steam or electric presant day 

It. occurred w! wiS Tactory tue Ornigs Poarmed an 
acquaintance wath who had migrated from Chester Co., 
in 1621, He was an energetic Young: Man Wio Vas then making his home 
with Mrs. Thommson, the reid et (vicew) of Villiam Thompson, He cast 
his lot with James and Washington to learn nillwrighting, the result 
of which was a friendship which was never soreken nor interrupted 
during the bainnce of their i.ives, so far as is known. 

it “2S curing thie time that washington Craij made the acauainte 
gnee of Nahcy Thompson, who at Altmants Tun, and forded an 
attachment wnich ended in “heas narriare about one yernr later, on 
oeDte 16, S26. 

the woolen factory April 1627. Keed IicClune 
states that he ena: ~ed a miilwrignt and durine the 
Winter of 1825-90, IT wis is on Greoked Ureck,. Janes 
Oraigts wife was there 

ie further states: Alexander Crate wuvwas then living on the 
Glarion hiver, just below Callensbury; and we were to build a woolen 
racvory for him in 1628, In the Snring of 1828, Willaam Uraig, Jr, 
lonitened Janes Cralets flitting on a wagon drawn by four (4) horses 
ant A start was made vor Gliarion Counvy., Syvoning earns on but we 
eontinued our journey until tvslve at nivht.. We were within one 
nile of the mouth of Redbank Creek, where we spent the balance of 
th: nisi. Starting next nornins, ve arrived at alexander Craigs, 
our destination, «where we sfterwards errected the wollen daxing mil 
“uring the sumer ind alse built 9 cardines mechine for Sanuel Xrfw 
NeGartacy on Sugar Crnek, anc enother for willdam Richards, to be 
Weeo now’ Tretana, Pe. 

During the Fail of 1’2S, after the work at Alexander Craigs wa 
completed, Washington Crate: and “eed IicClune retismned to Crooked 
Cresk to repair a mill for Ahsolam Woodward, on the strcnm sone m: 
above Wiilinn Craines, ile finished and stayed a short time at the 
home of Villiam Craipf, . 


Arranred’ as.it was, Willian Craig, Jr, escorted iimncy 
to the hone of William Craig, Sr. A liiss Snoenaker, her b 
a re) Catheart. vere invited Martha Craiv was bridesmiid, 
leUlune, briderroom and, on Sept, 16, 1826, the marriase of 


: 5) 
ineton Craic ani Nancy Thonpson was celebrated. 
29 we returned to Clarion County, b 
house at Alexander Criiss and called it hhomee In the vail 
linter of 1029-39, Janes ertaes Washinston Craig, and Reed 
erected and started cs sawemill for Porter and Cook 
liiver 
R. Nw Craig and Ds. ER. Crale arrived.in Clarion Count 
soring of 1330. Janes Craia nad purchased land Licki 
rxhout one nile below the present town of .cliso, 


€ 
eh eas 
Ox. wale 


of erecting a flovr niil tnereon. He hai! blaned 
eaderice, to where the mill now operated by iJ. 
and directed Head MeCline and D, Ae Graig to cle: 
onnosite the nill seat. lteed McClune states: 4H 
out of the land, We clenrd’d and planted some pote 
snaea, and Shrictian Over hnuuled us sone lunber 
boird shan 24 gn ee, i r resic 


mough to build a 
into «nich 


ved.e During the su 


and Fall af 330 } nis : Clune erected and st 
& liour nill- at them } g ak for liichnel neiens 
waSsrineoon Craig, witn cee unawl and sariuel Switver, c 

work for the new mill and buii ne dam, dug the head ana ti 
and about nlf of the sent © mili now owned U9 Wade ce" 
In-the spring of 1631 we Land Joined in the vorx, 
Cut Che sens, vin li the s 4ations, took out timber, i 
und raised the mill house, placed the machinery in 
and ace the- mill duri - OL L&31l-2, 

ames and Washington hristinn Over beins joins 


ee in the mill, Sissinger was the first nilier vor 


OSSumecd le Daw ce Gs. 


ViLitatt Cae, oe wd 


9 uDe, ang 


ny 2 fee “oF : 1 + : ie 
CO Us.EPion COUNLY An Aste | , and settled uown on a Yrarnri 
Joining the tands “owned by Janes Craie and. Was: ‘ 

lary OUraie, wite of William Craig, Gr., departed this lif 
aped- 63 years, 7 wonchsy and 5 days, on Yebruury 7, LGdl. 

Galildren born to Wiilian and lary (Richards) Craig seres 

John ER. Croiv, be february 25, 179b; d, Septuuber 9, 1626 

Alexander Craig, be Noveriber 25, 1796; d. 

Hi ih OPAas, Mle LGOL: de June 1, lotl 

; : i a = = , 9 +e 

vanes Crair, b. June il, 1003 

Lovert f. Grae, De Ausust 13, 1605 

Wasuineton Craijt,3re, De tay 13, 1807: dy Suk.Oct. 26, 1 

Partha Craisz, b. Iareh 18, Leog 

David He. Craig, be Aunist. li, 1Loll 

EUcSe Ms Grade. We dintary Te Jioks 

Amanda Crair, b. depterbh er L217 
(The parents of Willien Croir, dr. renained iome of 
ath ee ae (yer ) srair, oar remainder of i iturat 13 

bisainn orale Gre, died on the Thomyson fart Dy LESA, 
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Washineton Craig, Sr. came to Clarion County in 1621, and 
with his brother James Craig, followed the trade of illwright, 
aiding in the construction of many of the early mills of that 
section, After his marriage to Nancy Thompson. they moved to 
Sligo where he owned the "Big Lick Farm" 3, Miller Farm), and 
durine that residence he cleared the Sligo Furnace Property. 

In 1848 he sold his Slirco property and purchased from the Sloans.- 
a 500 acre tract of timber land in Limestone Twp., on which he 
erected a saw-mill and a three story, 48' by 60?, flouring makx 
and grist mill. In 1867 he erected the Greenville Woolen Mill, 
with a 2, foot-fall mill-race, in the Big Piney Creek. With his 
son J. F. and J. H. Craig, he engaged in the milling enterprise 
in New Bethlehem, known as the \). Craig and Company, which at the 
death of the father in 1881 was taken over by the son J. H., and 
conducted by him until his death in 1922. aoe 
de dD 

Washington Craig, Sr., was commissioned Justice of the Peace 
in Limestone Township, March 18, 1873, which office he faithfully 
executed, besides maintaining a seneral store in the comnunity. 
At his death the grist mill was conducted by his son W. T. Craig, 
and later by his grandson, A. . Craig. 

They had (11) eleven children: 


William Thompson Craig James Harvey Craig 
John Franklin Craig Albert Coleman Craig 
Col.Calvin Augustus Craig Reed McClune Craig 
Washington Craig, JYs Nancy Jane Craig, born Lives, 
Mary Melissa Craig 1848; died 11/20/1999. 
Robert Richard Craig, be Oe 
1819s de 3/2/51 
Quincy Adans Craig. 
MARY THOMPSON - FOURTH GoNERATIO! 
Fourth child of William and Nancy (Jamieson) Thompson was 
born "1810, in Indiana County, Pa. Married in Blairsville 


Pass On May 20; 1691, "to Alexander McKnight, who was born dune 
9, 1810 in Indiana Cos, Pas, a son of James "and Jane (McNutt ) 
McKnight. Thev moved to Brookville, Pa,., in 1832, where he taught 
school, was Justice of the Peace and county treasurer, was Kajor 
in the Pennsylvania Ililiatia. Died June 18, 1837 and was buried 
im Brookville, «Pa, 
They had (3) t hree cl 
Col. Arar Archer MecNhicht Br, 
Nancy vane liciinight 
Dro William James Nexnight 


ildren; (First marriage) 


Iirs. licKnight afterwards married John Templeton 
on Dec, 28, 1842. He was norn in 1612 and died*in 1850, a son 
of \ialter Templeton. Iirs. (Muknight) Templeton died Feb.22, 1860. 
Thev had (3) three children: (Second narriace) 

Thonas Lucas Templeton, born Oct. 19, 1843; died March 
ce eel ete mustered muk Cct. 23, 1861, Company A, 105 Kegiment, 
private secretary to Cole A. A. MeKnirht; anpointed sutler of recimer 
April 28, 1863; resigned Dec. 17, 1863; married Febs-4, 1874, to. 
‘Anna Henderson, born Feb. 4, 1849, daughter of Judre Joseph WW. 


sory Tilson Henderson; died ~~~’ No children, Ur. 
empLeton was a member of the firm"MekKnight & Son" until "1892+ 
In 1691 he became cashier of the National Bank of Brookville a 
served until his death; the was a Presbyterian, a lason and a 
Republican . tia 
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Erie County, Pas, lay 
Craicm Home: atend on Crosked ‘ 
Teg .nalem GOUNEY Paes. 66 Nancy Thom 


Sixth son of Willia 
Co 


* omen fae We “y a ~ a 1, 
ana Arnes (Nenevy)(Janieson) Thompson; De SUS ; 
* CLOATY ee - Trmpethan: Gilsrs y Yay ae ee 1G i" 
Aumust 25, 1829, Int. Limestons, Clarion County, Pao. ix bon 
75 - an 13 i Dwktahea > 1 Shy aE + Laat et Uae 4aeeiet ey Vs P ree 
2 Le YTe GLEN VYOTOVeEP coy 420015 Mo. USSD iis LEO til: SE oUt 
eae ey: Sy L enemy Cor Fo a eee a Sree 
rrounc vault (Cone: ate), in the Presbyterian Cemetery in Lineuc 
7 . 7 ,3 on) . wow A Ee wey r , . » 
aloo called (Crecavilie), which cumetury NG domited to tie -cnuced, 
FS 5 sey 4 ~ ~ Py Weiyrsie 7? eae aa 
from his estate,.car a iree Duriai srournd, 


ba COUP GON Citar (Tiith Generation) 
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Eldest son of Washington and Nancy (Thor Ips son) Creir, a ialy § 


her law, 3, 1839.) Linestone, Pas, died Ay. gene E10 as 
the Greenville Rantist Church, dune 26, 1655, ine Patton, 
daughter of Thomas R, and Lligabeth Patton, porn Nov. 22, L&36; 
died April 10, 1817. Both buried in the’ Greenvi Lie 2 Caencvrry saa 


1 so 


lain sirht of their hone widen has heen kept litact and unoceupic 
Ssinee tieir denise, by their son A. We Crain, who 11) 


-*e = vey ' -! 4 5 5 Or ee i hat 2 : 7 
nis Tater IN the Tumb: rand grain business in 1 he was for so 


many years enrared, 


: sie m Meare VAS Ea ae Piey pass Pee EN 
Cngidren of WW, Thorresnon and Catherine (Patten) Craze: 
rp ears ~ s 4- > ser) 3 
Charles Patton Craig 
Arnes Elaneche Crais 
Albert Vashinrton Orsig 
i ilg frp ae Oa By 7 . a 79 [> - aa fa fy zs 
wlisebeth Craig, Us 12/4/1687 ele Lio L879. 
« - 
TATIR wWpatry x = rs - s 5 
JOUN -FRANKLIN CRATL Generation) 


Second son of id Nancy (Thomp son) or. 


: 7) a Dy 7a9 
13728 or) vt 206 £05 Db eeely 


horn in Limestone LG Ae4 . 

fron Washineton 21 Collove, 12563 admitted to Penna, 
RBar Association, in Woolen manuracturing, New Beth- 
Lenem, Poe g NEN brother in tne Dir lnown as Ws 
Craig & Ban Co., 1& rom 1695-1910, president of tue lew 
Bethlehem Trust Company : ne Erie O24 Companys Married by the 
Kev. James Elder, in the Presbyterian Church, Greenville, july 3, 
195), to inary dane Ocien, lor Nov, 4, LCs “ied nh pig Lge 


ir, and Wiivied in the New Bovhiehen Cemetery 
rv + . - 
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COL. CALVIN AUCUDTUS CiuilG, (Fifth Generation) 


Third son of Washington and Nancy (thor rmoson) oraif,y oe FS 


born Dec. 7, 1033. Unlisted as captain, sept. LUSiL, Conprny Gey 
195th Res., Penne. Joluntcers dafantry. He participated wit 
ni- reciment in the "Seven Doys! Battles" before ficnmone, suse 
1$62,. and. received pv wounds du Fair es, Gaurles vane 


ronds; Malvery iidll, where the reginent lo ieee te. ke 
the second aabtle of 2 aii Run fiere the nee e captain And mis 
k t 
: 2 : 


Le 
horse shot fron under hin and received a mae in the ancle 
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at Petersburs, recoived : wil wound in his shoulder; : L 
ericksourg; Gi: noellorss-116, smere Col. Anor As i'cKnisht died 
and was enueceeded hy Lieut. Col. Craig, lay cl, 1663 (these trio 
Conmantins OF JLcers were fill cousins), i< Geteysburgs, duly 

; ‘ 


1-3, 18633 Battle of th Viildreness 
he vas severely wounded in the race 
from a severed avery, «lo reciurned sost dune 22, and 
wis mortally wounded, Aurcust 1b, at Deep Rott VOLS y Vie 
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Son of Unshineton ani Saat (Thompson) Craig, Ure, war 
Oct. 20, 1841, Siro, Pas, died June 29, L922, New Betihlehe 
J. Harvey Craig enlisted Oct. “ay Lo6l, as drummer bov, 
U6." Ge, er iment, Penna, Yolunteerd Infantry wiier Cate C 
Ae Craig, his brother, "ne served until Sept. 24, 1u6h, a 
oerrcante On Aur, 206, 1864, he was pronoted to principal i 
Ye returned none fron the war unseathed, with an honcrebdle 
charge. Woon the death nis brother, Coi,Caivin Awcustu 
2 received a ten day ugh to bring the bod; to Greenvi 
Pas, Clarion Coumby, fo vernent.e. mse Atte 30, 1866 to 
Patton Parsons of Lowi Qni0e, born ilereh 22, 1242; ¢, 
rep ee Int. beside husband in the New Bethleher: ce 
ey had vi ° 
Margi 
Parepa 
Lulu 
Arty 
th Generation) 
aney ag son) Craig, Sr., was 
died Aur, &, 1654; buried Lineste 
1673 to Apnes dane Lawson, born 
275 ouried Linesto: 7 Poe (Daugh 
De 4, 1005; died April 7, LOGS 
Lavine Orr; born Dee, lL, 1505; 
hey had five (5) children, 
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